BULLETIN from 


Virginia Kirkus’ Bookshop Service xz 317 West 4th Street 


Vol. XXII July 15, 1954 No. 14 


I ae jan 
By Any Other Name 


For this season, there are certainly less books- and less sure sellers than one might 
expect. -Probably the happiest anticipation is Louise Field Cooper's THE CHEERFUL 
CAPTIVE (Harcourt, Brace) - a light comedy for the ladies in the audience; Howard 
Breslin's THE SILVER OAR (Crowell) will have stout support from the publishers and is 
a reliable picaresque tale; Dorothy James Roberts’ LAUNCELOT MY BROTHER (Appleton- 
Century-Crofts) will travel on to the following of her THE ENCHANTED CUP; and Richard 
Bissell’s HIGH WATER (Little, Brown) is more problematical and returns to river 
vagabondage. See below for reports. 


PROBLEMATICAL BOOKS 
August 19 


Hardy, Rene Doubleday 
THE SWORD OF GOD $3.95 


This is one of three novels- all by Frenchmen- of the season (Jean Hougron's 
Blaze of the Sun- Farrar, Straus, ,and Pierre Boulle's The Bridge on the River Kwai- 
Vanguard) to campfollow to the latest battleground, Indochina, where the conflict 
between profit and idealism is again engaged. Hardy, who like Malraux, is most at 
home in the midst of death and revolution, writes also with a sense of mission. Here, 
the revolution which germinated in "spiritual decomposition” is in the hands of a 
mongrel group of doctrinaires, opportunists, derelicts; Tah, the political commissar 
whose hatred of all whites enables him to destroy with indifference; Serkov, a 
Lithuanian killer whose personal history of brutality began in his childhood; Torlet, 
who is running arms to the Viet but had an earlier record of betrayal in Spain. Jean 
Kernez is the central figure, a seasoned professional in this business of war, now 
in Indochina to save his brother- Dom Angelico- the Abbot of a pillaged monastery, and 
in so doing to redeem himself. Posing as a member of the Viet, but never escaping the 
suspicion of Tah and Serkov, Jean reaches Don Angelico but is ordered to shoot him, 
and when he is himself killed, it is in the knowledge that his brother will brand him 
as a traitor....There's an ironic, incisive character to much of this which heightens 


the dramatic realism here. (IC: 54-8915) 
August 25 
ai pee 10 / 
Hoss, May Dikeman t Appleton-Century-Crofts 
THE PIKE $3.50 


"Nothin's geared for a man to do right" in the Georgia mountains and Hugh 
Clabo, youngest in his family, tries to fight his way out of these chains. Learning 
a little of the world in the Merchant Marine during the war, he returns to Salie and 
Lute, his sister Georgia and her Episcopalianism, and his brother Earl whose sharp 
dealingshave paid off. He is ready to marry K'thanne when she gets her divorce from 
his best friend Roy but the red-headed northerner Vivian attracts and possesses him 
until an accident blinds Salie and a storm kills Lute. With their house condemned 
by the new right of way, he and Georgia move it to the hilltop, K'thanne becomes his 
wife and an answer is found but Roy's imprisonment through Earl's fast operating, 
Earl's arrest on the charge of murder - of Vivian - and Hugh is driven to stand on 
his own, to find Vivian's killer and his own independence. Tracking down Vivian's 
husband and learning the truth of her death, Hugh himself becomes a killer and As 
taken by the law. A regional story of truths and trivialities, of feisty folks and 
tacky folks and mountain men and women,this has an echoing ring of local talk and 
living, that combines something of Arnow and Caldwell. (IC: 54-10705) 
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August 26 
Houghton, Mifflin 


Des Cars, Guy 
CHANTAL $3.00 


For those who remember The Brute, where another kind of affliction ran its un- 
healthy course, here is Chantal, a young woman of splendid physical attractions, who- when 
scratched by a Siamese cat, contracts leprosy. She leaves a wealthy lover, and an illegiti- 
mate son, behind and sets off for the small island of Makogai in the Fiji Archipelago- but 
during the crossing she falls in love for the first time- with Robert Nicot, and conceals 
her condition from him. On the island there is the physical lethargy as well as spiritual 
depression of this disease, but her beauty (her face ig unmarred) earns her the love of 
several, causes the death of one man, and incites an uprising. The months pass- and the 
years- and finally she is cured and returns to Paris, but the stigma of disease outlasts 
its term. She renounces her child- and then Robert whose love turns to pity (and disgust) 
with the revelation of her past illness. And with the death of a young nun on the island, 
she returns there to take her place..... There's more than one kind of morbid tissue here, 
but vicarious vicissitude does attract- often a healthy audience. (IC: 54-9120) 


August 27 
Random House 


Rees, Gilbert 
RESPECTABLE WOMEN $3.50 


The soliloquy of Clara Barnes as she traces her upbringing behind the iron bars 
of righteousness carries her from her early childhood to the death of her mother and the 
collapse of the world she had inherited and won. For Jessie had fled to the tail end of 
nowhere with Eldon to prevent him from "gallivanting" but windy, bare and empty Kansas gave 
him a chance for gambling, drinking - and womanizing, even with Jessie's sister when she 
came to help with the birth of their third child. Paralysis and death for Eldon left Jessie 
to din into Minnie and Clara that men existed only on woman's strength; Minnie tried mar- 
riage but vanished to a doubtful life in California; Clara tied schoolteaching but section 
foreman, Charles Davis, tempted her and she proved female wiles worked when she caught him 
in marriage. The death of their baby almost tore it but a move to another town, Clara's 
finding herself over the line with the respectable women, Charles’ turning from socialism 
to up and coming young railroad man and a new baby were bulwarks to turn to when Jessie 
died and Clara found her own reasoning and judgment were to help her in the future. A lyric 
quality and a sensitive understanding add to the picture of a rowdy, raw and robust midwest 


and make for a living period portrait. (IC: 54-7795) 


August 30W 
Putnam 


Heyer, Georgette 
THE TOLL-GATE $3.50“ 


Another Regency rollick when Captain John Staple tries to account for some kind 
of bobbery that has caused eleven year old Ben's father to disappear. His impersonation 
of a toll-gate keeper leads him to Nell Stornaway, whose bedridden grandfather is unable 
to prevent his heir, Henry, from foisting unpleasant Coate on their home, Kellands. The 
peculiar questions of one Stogumber, who turns out to be a Bow Street Runner, indicate 
devilish havey cavey afoot and Staple is right-handed by highwayman Chirk in his investiga- 
tions which lead to the hold-up and robbery of a government coach carrying newly minted, 
new cOinage. Marriage to Nellonher grandfather's deathbed and a promise to protect the 
Storneway name provoke Staple to fast action but he clears Chirk, protects Henry, pays off 
Coate and writes an end to Stogumber's assignment. The cant of the day makes this a flash 
tongued romance-adventure tale- which has humor and intelligence. (IC: 54-10483) 
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August 31 


Hermitage House 
EASY PAYMENTS $3.00 


The easy payments which are so hard to collect provide a shabby, and some- 
times grubby, aside on lower middle class life when Dan Cantrell, twenty-four and 4-F, 
finds that his “investigative job" turns out to be bill-collection work. Dan, hoping 
that this will hold a future- since his wife, Joan, is pregnant, is assiduous and ambi- 
tious, but when he comes up against the dreadful poverty of the Browns- who have been 
dogged by illmess and stripped of everything- he meets a five dollar payment out of his 
own pocket, protects his record with the company- but keeps the account alive. Joan's 
baby, which is premature, arrives before his hospitalization is in effect; they are 
now far behind on their bills- but when Brown suicides, harried by another agent, Dan 
throws up his job and faces the future with greater uncertainty but with a cleaner 
conscience.... Earnest as much of this may be, the market looks like one of those 


uncollectibles. (LC: 54-10971) 


Doyle, Roy 


September 7 


Prescott, John Random House 
JOURNEY BY THE RIVER $3.00 


A hybrid, western- and-or Americana, the somewhat bulkier treatment here 
does not rule out an action-minded audience and the narrative follows fairly simple 
lines as it tails a wagon train- rolling west to Oregon in 1847. Andy and Esther Sisson 
have lost their only child, and the new country will not fill in their loneliness; 
Thaddeus Morton, a man of means, is to learn that there are many things money will not 
buy- courage- or the love of his younger wife, Molly; Aaron Davis, the meat-hunter, 
has left a wife behind- Belle- and while Molly attracts him she cannot cancel out the 
memory of Belle. Thaddeus Morton loses a horse, along with his pride, on a buffalo 
hunt- and later his life to the Indians; so does their pilot, Jim Ellis; but Molly 
gains the love of a younger man, and Davis is ready to acknowledge his mistake and 
return to Belle when she catches up with him on another train.... Steady, sturdy enter- 


tainment. (IC: 54-7453) 
September B 2 2 

McGraw-Hill 
LORD GRIZZLY $3.75 v 


The early days of the fur trade, its scouts, trappers and their life, back- 
ground the larger than life exploits of Hugh Glass, whose independence and determina- 
tion got him into and out of more than one curious fix. When whites were "skulped", 
Indians “red devils" and "buffler" roaming, "this child" took out from Major Henry's 
party when he was ordered to shave off his beard and had a mighty battle with a bear; 
was left for dead and made his way - broken leg, torn back and without weapons - over 
a hundred miles back to Fort Kiowa, Certain he was saved for something special, he 
sought out Jim Bridger and Fitz Fitzgerald for their cowardice when they deserted him; 
sought andfound and learned his long hatred had been in vain. A frontier legend, this 
salutes the mountain men, their wily Indian enemies and the grim endurance which 
widened prairie and mountain horizons. (Feike Feikema is this author's other writing 


name.) Brave and blustery. (IC: 54-7365) 
September 9 


Manfred, Frederick 


Doubleday 
HANG UP THE FIDDLE $3.98 TS 


“The choice between youthful ambitions and loyalties is a proving ground for 
young Peter Quick, while New Athens, Nebraska, at the turn of the century, lends a 
plain if unprepossessing realism to his story. Peter's childhood, in a rigid preacher's 
home, is a cheerless one, and he escapes its confines with Ginny, who remains constant, 
and Duffy Skinner who saves his life at the swimming hole. Peter, under the influence 
of Upton Sinclair, decides to become a crusading newspaperman, but Duffy, in the bad 


Babcock, Frederic 
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company of Zack Beasey, is involved in the murder of farmer Collins and draws 20 years. 
Peter, now at the State University with Ginny, uses every influence to secure Duffy's 

release- but he is also working for himself. And when Duffy, paroled, gets a second @ 
chance under a new name, it is Peter who betrays him in print- and Duffy is sent back to 

the penitentiary. A prison break gives Peter his chance to make amends- and he enables 


Duffy to make a safe getaway to another state and another life.... A novel, by the well 
known critic, has a firm base and is honest in its derivation and intentions. (LC:54-9833) 





September 10; 


Putnam 


Richler, Mordecai 
THE ACROBATS $3.50 v 
ooee Walking the tightrope of despair and hope meet, mingle and part in 1951 in 
Valencia during a fiesta week. The Larkins, a mismated American couple, Derek, whose man- 
lost in the Spanish Civil War, Andre, a Canadian who is undetermined, Chaim, ex- 
who has sold his passport, the Krauses, still believing in a Hitlerian world, and 
acts as catalytic agent for events to come. Kraus haunts Andre so that he may 
not have Toni; the Communist Guillermo contacts Andre; Toni wants Andre and Canada but is 
drawn to Kraus; while Andre, running away and still making no choice, drifts from one to 
another in the grouping until at last, confronted by Kraus, death finishes his question- 


An impressionistic parade of polyglots, the casualties of a confused and confusing 
The market here is difficult to 


hood was 
patriate 
Toni who 


ing» 
civilization, emphasizes portraiture rather than plot. 


define. (LC: 54-10488) 
September 13 © 


" he 
ors 
Garland, Rodney CRikaem 
THE .HEART IN EXILE $3. 20 / © 
A novel of homosexuality does not abuse the possibly suspect aspects of this 
situation but conveys rather the social problems of a group which the world will not ac- 
cept- and integrate, and the issues of personal morality which it raises. It is a psych- 
iatrist, Tony Page, who is bisexual, who presents his own case along with others in his 
practise- and in his life- as the suicide of Julian Leclerc, on the eve of his marriage, 
attracts his curiosity and involves him emotionally. And so, in the pursuit of the real 
answer to Leclere's voluntary end, his search takes him through the “underground” of others 
whom he had known, and others who nad known Tony, and through Tony's death he makes an at- 
tempt to resolve his own life... The subtle differentiations, evasions, and often humili- 
ations of this halfworld and the special habitat it frequents is viewed with detachment- 
but without distaste, and derives from the experience of this writer who is also a psych- 


iatrist. (IC: 54-10145) 
September 14 


Houghton, Mifflin 


Stone, Alma 
THE HARVARD TREE $3.50 
The Harvard Tree is a plum tree (not to be confused with Janice Holt Giles' The 
Plum Thicket- also Houghton, Mifflin, or with the Elsevier award, later in this issue, 
also a novel of Texas in the 1920's). Here too, the events are recorded through the eyes 
of a youngster, and Laura is the little darlin' who listens in on, rather than interferes 
in, the events of her family and the town of Ben Dort. The past and its freight of hear- 
say and reminiscence lull the story, which is hard to find, almost to a standstill; and 
“past the embroidery and the empty years", memories crowd and clutter the lives of those 
who cross this landscape. Laura, as she digs for her Aunt Flossy's diamond under the plum 
tree; Aunt Flossy, who had never found a man to marry and still dreams of an escape from 
her unwelcome spinsterhood; Mama, and her many beaus, and her short marriage to Alan, a 
young lawyer who had died a month after his first big case; her brother- and her sister- 
her friends- and most of the white and black folk in this town.... A heavy haze of nostal- 
gia- for this time and this place, contributes a certain character to a book which other- 


wise has very little definition. (LC: 54-10083) 


— a 
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September 15 


Canning, Victor Morrow-Sloane 
’ A HANDFUL OF SILVER $3.50 


~The Judas story carries out the title of this tale of friendship and adventure 
for, to school teacher David Fraser, Colonel Drexel has been a hero in legend as well 
as fact. When Drexel asks Fraser to take time out to tutor an unknown boy, he agrees, 
settles into the villa in France, near the Spanish border, and runs into an odd trio 
while waiting for his charge. Sophie wins his heart, and belief; Sarrasin and Paviot 
arouse his doubts; the 16 year old youth turns out to be Jabal, son of an assassinated 
king of an independent Arab state, kidnaped to prevent the regent from turning him 
against renewing a British oil concession. Fraser unwittingly betrays Drexel's trust; 
Jabal is kidnaped, then Fraser and, held prisoner in an empty chateau, Fraser learns 
that it is his idol, Drexel, who is the motivating force behind the plotting. An 
escape, capture again by Paviot and Sarrasin at. their little circus, and the chase to 
release Jabal, end in a certain dignity for Drexel’ and in heart's ease for Fraser. High 
marks for color and conscience in international intrigue. (IC: 54-10895) 


September ox~ ‘a 


Tobino, Mario Putnam 


THE WOMEN OF MAGLIANO. $3<50- 
,5o 


In translation from the Italian by Archibald Colquhoun, this doctor's note- 
book of the day to day events within a woman's asylum is more fact than fiction (Tobino 
was in charge of one just such as this) but the realism here is tempered by lyricism, 
by a sense of the sadness of the sickness in this derelict, desolate world, and by 
spiritual faith. Here, at Lucca, there are 1,039 lunatics, 200 attendants, 19 nuns, 
and one doctor- and as he makes his rounds of the wards you will meet Berlucchi, who 
stabs herself with a knitting needle and grazes her heart; the beautiful Belaglia, 


only 17, who believes that she is dying; Signora Alfonsa, with*her passing phases of 
melancholia; the epileptic Soldani and the erotic Maresca; etc. etc. - and the whole 
range of imbalance from shameless sensuality to frenzy to despair is transcribed with 
precision, and always with compassion. Limited, nonetheless. (IC: 54-10491) 


September 47> 4 


Putnam 


Lawrence, Lars 
MORNING NOON AND NIGHT $3 .95-— 


A montage of the New Mexico town of Reata composes, but does not balance, the 
forces at work in a mine strike and shifts its focus from worker, to organizer, to 
Them and to outside interests. The dispossessing of Fernandez leads to his and Ramon's 
arrest which in turn brings about a protest delegation and an attempt to pack the court, 
but tear gas breaks up the crowd and veils the murder of the sheriff. The new officer 
orders wholesale arrests; the foreign section of Cieneguita goes underground; young 
high school students are recruited for the roundup; a senator fears exposure; a Califor- 
nia attorney heads to help; and terror reigns. A class-divided society in which the 
ignorant are fertile grounds for unionization and party indoctrination and They a 
symbol of misery and greed and all capitalistic wrongs is presented with lines sharply. 
drawn in favor of the workers and results in a weighted tract, with some sharp shots of 
violence and inhumanity. Argumentative. (IC: 54-10485) 


Waltari, Mika G1) « Putnam 
MOONSCAPE And Other Stories $3.50 


Five stories- four novella-length, one almost a short short- and all bear- 
ing witness to Waltari's rare gift as a spinner of tales. Unpleasant as most of them 
are, violent, sometimes obscene, they are never negligible. Many are told in the 
first person, even one in which the "I" is a girl. Somehow he seems to get inside the 
skin of the women of his stories more than he reveals the men. And an unsavory lot 
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they are, with queer aberrations, excesses, abnormalities. Youth appears in strange guise 

too, misunderstood, thwarted, distorted by adult lack of comprehension, but oddly appeal- 

ing in its very strangeness. There is in the last story only a sense of a devastated, war- @ 
ridden world, and that story is symbolic of the passing of a world, the period of climax 

"before the twilight of the gods". Helsinki and its environs provides most of the back- 


ground. (LC: 54-10493) 
September 20 


Crowell | 
THE SILVER OAR $3.95 | 


C/this might almost be termed a picaresque novel, with its full components of 
adventure, exotic recall, romance and pace of story. Breslin has picked a phase of New 
England's early Colonial history this time- the period when England's change of rulers from 
the Catholic James to the Protestant William and Mary supplied the twist of fortune that 
rescued the novel's hero from hanging. We are too apt to forget that Europe's history 
carried across the waters, shifting balance of power, producing change of administrative 
officers. Cormac Doyle was Irish and a “Papist" and worst of all in the eyes of the law, 

a pirate against whom charges of all kinds had been levied. That he managed to escape 

time and again makes for entertaining reading, though one guesses the outcome if not the 
process. His love for the Puritan Jill provides romantic interest, as Jill seems to play 
weathercock to the turn of Cormac's fortunes. Reader appeal for a novel with greater 
elements of story than the average today compensates for lack of depth of perception or 
interpretation. Recommended as good tall tale telling, The Silver Oar should do better than 
The Bright Battalions (Vermont in our early national history) and perhaps better too than 

The Tamarack Tree (French-Indian wars). The publishers promise generous backing. (LC:54-9155) 


Breslin, Howard 


Wibberley, Leonard 5 Little, Brown @ 


$3.50 


Sy 


THE WRATH OF-GRAPES [@- 2/ ‘/ 


Mrs, Searwood's Secret Weapon (1953) was gay and critical; this continues the 
crazy-dazy theme that is embroidered with crisp commentary on an articulate argument 
against the madness of current civilization. For the little Duchy of Grand Fenwick (5 
miles long and 3 miles wide) whose wine is its currency is hurt by American products and, 
needing money, finally elects to declare war against the U.S. (And being defeated, can 
then be rehabilitated.) But the declaration gets lost so, with no notice being taken, an 
expeditionary force of longbow soldiers under young Tully sets out, to arrive by sea when 
the whole country is under a nationwide civil defense drill. Through the vacant streets 
the Grand Fenwick force marches - to kidnap the creator of the Q bomb and return to make 
the Duchy the master of the world. With the bomb as global collateral,, the League of 
Little Nations is founded; with the Duchess' marriage to Tully, the big nations are forced 
to mingle peacefully; with the discovery that the feared bomb is a dud, the secret is kept 
so that wars may never ensue. There's a somewhat lengthy setting of pins to be bowled 
down but the bubble of a l4th century invasion and its aftermath has an attractive humor 
and wit. A well-fitting velvet glove. (LC: 54-8294) 


September 22 V 


Harpe 


Krasner, William r 
NORTH OF WELFARE $3.50 


A prowl through Spanish Harlem has less of the criminal excitement of The Gambler 
and Walk the Dark Streets but provides a documentary of derelict lives in a district where 
squalor and poverty offers nothing- except the occasional release of violence. The barrio 
here is a tenement, and the pick-up there of Rocky, by the police, for a stick-up and a 
hit and run killing, puts the searchlight of suspicion on others; on Del, who is on relief, 
and sitting out the last days of his girl, Marion, who is dying of cancer; on Marie, Rocky's 
girl, attractive and available; on Mike Volkis, another roomer, to whom Marie appeals for 
help, and who tries to brush her aside when Celia Collins offers a more serious incentive. 
For Celia, Mike joins the mission where she works- as a volunteer- and through her finds 
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the possibility of a life which will not escape but will overcome the almost hopeless 
facts of existence here..... A dossier, which is a direct transcription and an indirect 
indictment, undemonstrative but by no means ineffective. (IC: 54-8964) 







September 22 






Little, Brown-A.M.P. 
FEDERIGO, OR THE POWER OF LOVE $3.75 


An attenuated entertainment moves through an indolent circle, flirts with 
the attractive abstraction of infidelity, and retreats quickly from the situation | 
which its rather feckless characters have provoked. Julian Ghent is a bit bored with | 
his marriage to Sylvia- to the point where he composes two anonymous letters to hin- 
self, and signed Federigo, which suggest Sylvia's faithlessness; Sylvia, who is guilty 
only of lunching with Marius whom she keeps at a discreet distance, is persuaded by 
| her analyst that the first letter is the product of her fantasies; Hugo and Alma, their 
friends, are securing a divorce; while Elaine finds love most charming when it involves 
deceit- and attracts Julian's wandering eye. The letters create trouble- not only for 
Sylvia, but also for Julian who is hounded by Federigo who appears and disappears, 
seduces and disrupts. A weekend planned between Julian and Elaine, Sylvia and Marius, 
leads them all unsuspectingly to the same destination, and serves to dispose of 
Federigo.... Nemerov writes well; his touch is long-fingered, fastidious, and a little 
supercilious; it is unfortunately applied, however, to those who have no genuine emo- 
tion to scratch- and no real passion to spend. (IC: 54-11120) 


September 22 


Nemerov, Howard 



























a 


Weinreb, Nathaniel Norsen Doubleday 2 
THE SORCERESS $3.50 %° 


 ) On the slender thread of the story of Deborah in Judges 4-6, Nathaniel Weinreb 
has reconstructed another segment of Old Testament history and character. There was 
for this reader less of the sense of novelty of reconstruction than in The Babylonians 
but nonetheless this ranks far above most books of its type in pace of story and quali- 
ty of background. This is a tale of the Israelites, captive people under Jabin of 
Canaan, of isolated instances of rebellion, of Dael (later known as Barak) and Deborah, 
woman judge, thought a sorceress by the Canaanites, and of how together they led their 
tribes to unity ahd victory over the mighty hosts of Sisera and the iron chariots. The 
story stops with Israel's terms of peace, and of Deborah and Dael standing together 
as victors in the name of their God Jehovah. One has a sense of immediacy in the por- 
trait of the times. Weinreb shares the results of his research without making one feel 
an artificiality of attemping to reproduce an ancient way of life, in language and 
thought. (LC: 54-9836) 







September 24 





0 
Cogper, Louise Field Harcourt, Brace 
THE CHEERFUL CAPTIVE $3.75 






VY, oecceois Hennie Stacpole, married twenty one years to Laurence, mother of 
Clare, 19, and Will, 10, and mistress of a smoothly run household in Connecticut in 
which Agnes carries on a silent warfare with Gino as each tries to sabotage the other's 
domestic duties. Suddenly aware of her "underdone" life, Hennie is overtaken with 
energy, unease, glee and a desire for change, and a solo hideout on Long Island proves 
too lonely, although she does manage to disrupt a few lives there. Home again, there 
is the question of Clare's marriage to young Joseph Wood, of a class for tile-making, 
of money to be raised for the school washroom - and of Edward Latham, a bachelor in 
Laurence's bank. Her flightiness causes Will to run away, Clare to elope and Agnes 
to seek other employers and her euphoria comes to an end when she wakes to the fact 
(and is abetted by Agnes' and Gino's enmity) Latham is not for her. Well-groomed and 
agile, these are the erratic gestures of a season of discontent which make for a gay 
and pleasing comedy of marriage and middle-age. (IC: 54-9719) 
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September 27 


Hart, Scott Coward-McCann 
$3 -95 


STONY LONESOME 





An atmosphere of fancies of the night envelops the tale of a hunter's moon 
brought into being. 1865 and young Captain Peter Owenfield comes to a forge in eastern 
Virginia to have his company's horses shod and when he gets lost, is saved by Kendall 
Dykes, whose little in life has been taken away by her cousin, Nancy Grew, and who is 
determined to hold what she has. A ‘coon hunt with Kendall, a night of drinking with 
her blind father and Peter is solidly on their side against the Grews who live in the 
other side of the old house, Stony Lonesome. Peter's meeting with Nancy is misunder- 
stood and at the Dykes' party, when the Grews are giving a party too, Kendall's younger 
brother, Ramsey, fires on the Grew side of the house with an old cannon and makes an end 
of any truce. Peter and Kendall head for the swamps to get Ramsey to safety and again 
Kendall believes that Nancy, whom Peter is trying to head off, is taking Peter from her, 
and, in pursuing Nancy, is killed by her. There's a haunting quality of folklore to this 
and a thunderhead of torment and anger adds to its foreboding. Effective. (LC :54-10147 ) 


Little, Brown-A.M.P. 


Bissell, Richard 
HIGH WATER $37 


& D 7S 
Prestidigitator Bissell (the man who turned 74 Cents into the Broadway smash 

musical The Pajama Game ) returns to his first love - the river. This time the Mississippi 

and the Mid State Barge Line is determined to show up its rival, River Transit and Marine 

Barge, in towing 8 loads in spring flood time, from St. Louis to St. Paul. Told by Mate 

Duke Snyder, this follows the course of the Royal Prince as its pilots Casey and Ironhat 

who "won't hit nothing", its engineer Grease Cup, its cook Clarence, the 2nd mate Jackon- 

iski and the Kid make their way with 10,000 ton of coal through the mounting high water. e 

The men who are better off on the river than they are "uptown", the sinking of barge #36 

(Duke knows 36 committed suicide), a drowning and the saving of young Marie Chouteau come 

naturally but when the steering goes out the Royal Prince crashes a bridge and almost all 

are lost. It takes Duke quite a while to find Marie and to quit his mate's license for 

a marriage license so that "high water did come some good after all". Laconic lines 

blood brother this to Lardner and Runyon while the sour-sharp humor has the ding-dong 


rhythm and unpolished realism of its background. For all the boys - and some of the 
girls. (LC: 54-8323) 


Random House 


Spence, Hartzell ; 
BRIDE OF THE CONQUEROR $3.95 

Taking the skeleton facts of Gonzalo Pizarro's story, of his hard fought and 
grimly held conquest of Peru, in the wake of his brother, and of the priest, Father Gasco, 
powerful emissary of the king, set on peaceful reconquest, Hartzell Spence has woven a 
tale of blood and violence and dubious romance. He has told the tale through the some- 
what distorted evidence of Dona Eloisa, who came from Spain with Father Gasco, found her 
betrothed dead in the wars, and stayed to lead the women of Peru in civil revolt (along 
the lines of Lysistrata) against the extremes of Pizarro's cruel rule. Political man- 
oeuverings in the melodrama of the South American wars make difficult reading, but despite 
the too frequent bogging down of etory in the interplay of shifting loyalties, Spence has 
created a unity that lends a measure of clarity to the tale. Uneven in interest, rather 
shallow in characterization, the novel yet makes a contribution to an often mudéied sg 


(Lc: 54-9377). 
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Beaty, David | Morrow 
THE FOUR WINDS $3 .50 


A second novel has not quite the degree of curiosity, or intensity, of the 
earlier Donnington Legend, but is again a proficient and personable view of airborne 
lives and earthbound problems. Mark Kelston, a pilot for the British Empire Airways 
on a route which runs from England to the Azores to Bermuda, leaves an unsatisfactory 
marriage- to Veronica- behind him on each trip. And so it is that after his rescue of 
a ship in the Azores, and the meeting there with Karena, a Czechoslovakian girl, his 
affair with Karena is untroubled by conscience - only hampered by Veronica's refusal to 
divorce him. While for Mike Leeming, another pilot, chafing under the demands of a wife 
who wants to see more of him, there is a transient interlude with a stewardess- but it 
is he who suggests that the Azores stop be omitted to lengthen his stay at home. 
Difficulty with one flight, then another, suggests an hydraulic weakness in these planes 
which is officially ignored until Mark is the victim of company carelessness and makes 
a last flight from which there is no return.... The uncertain glamor of those who fly- 
for those who wait- does not rub off, and provides a smooth passage into print here. 
(LC: 54-10300) 


September 30 _ 


Frankland, Edward John Day _ 
THE FOSTER BROTHERS $3.95 ~ 


In time,this follows close on the heels of Bengtsson's The Long Shits (see 
report P. 410), but here is a quite different side of the same coin. Again- a story 
of the northmen, Icelanders in this case, and of times when England, ruled in part by 
Ethelred, but torn by dissension,- Welsh against English, English against Scotsmen, 
colonies of Danes against English, and all against the marauders, the Vikings, the 
Danes who came to pilfer and demand tribute, to burn and rape the women. Gunnar and 
Arnvid, foster brothers, linked by something stronger than blood, come to England to 
seek their fortunes. Arnvid has kingly blood, but is insecure in his illegitimacy, 
in his envy of the sureness of Gunnar. Their adventures carry them together as far 
as York - they part, Arnvid to go on to Wales, to Exeter, always getting into trouble, 
and being forced to flee. Almost he becomes a king- but not quite. With him is Astrid, 
rescued from a burning castle, whom he loves but who does not love him. Then when he ~ 
and Gunnar are reunited, it is Astrid who stands between them, and the answer is found 
only in battle to the death. It is again a portrait of a crude and lusty era, of men 
whose ideas of loyalties and ethics are strange to us, of tests of strength and the 
lure of conquest and the saga of heroes, of Christianity thinly cloaking paganism. 
There is more unity of development here, but this- with The Long Ships supplies a 
telling portrait of a wandering people. The fact that the author in this case is 
English makes, perhaps, for easier reading. (IC: 54-10457) 


Gwaltney, Francis Irby Rinehart 
THE YELLER-HEADED SUMMER $3.00 


An adept portrait of a Southern town and the men who make it fick revolves 
about Constable Jack Winters, a Bedder, who realizes that Walnut Creek is run by the 
Good Families but does not appreciate the full extent of their hold. Offered the 
job of constable with the admonition to keep after the low folk and leave the aristocracy 
to their own judgments, Jack feels proud of his position, the best a sharecropper could 
hope to attain. Fearful, quick to gauge the temper of his superiors, lacking any sense 
of real responsibility or discernment, Jack does not even realize, when he carries Faye 
Williams home after three boys have thrown her onto the courtyard lawn, that she is 
not only drunk as usual, but also dead. Faye was of Good Family, but her promiscuity 
had been enjoyed by Jack, Jo Gene, and many others. The aftermath of her death - the 
bribe from Mrs. Williams to keep Faye'’s ways out of court; the posse to catch the killers 
in which Jack was waylaid by a romantic decoy; the finding of Jo Gene at “Mrs. Williams’ 
house with the resultant accusation of rape leveled at Jack instead; the bad newspaper 
publicity for the town - lead to Jack's dismissal and suicide. The thought processes of 
the Caliban-like constable play against those of the pawnmovers, the middlemen who follow 
and who break away and the poor trash element are in conflict in a skillful story with 
its quota of sex and violence. (IC: 54-10961 
















-458- Fiction July 15, 1954 


September $0 24 


Appleton-Century-Crofts 
LAUNCELOT MY BROTHER $3.95 « 





Roberts, Dorothy James 


. / 
' Last year's The Enchanted Cup told the Tristram story, and there was one brief 


passage which overlapped this tale of Launcelot and Guenivere, in a visit to Launcelot's 
northern keep, Joyous Gard, remote from the fabled towers of Camelot. There was little 
of joy in the thwarted love between these two, and more of heartbreak, as King Arthur 
knew and closed his eyes until Gawaine and his natural son, Mordred, seeking to slit 
Britain, to sow dissension, forced Arthur to act against Launcelot. There is much in 
this story that is new to those who know only the somewhat glamorized versions of Le 
Morte d'Arthur but somehow tales of the Round Table never stale and Dorothy Roberts 

has a gift of giving immediate awareness to material drawn from the remote past. This 
gift she has applied again to this version of the days of chivalry. The minutise of 
life of the times gives it reality, shorn somewhat of the trappings of glamour we have 
come to associate with the era. And the cross currents of resentment, jealousy, sus- 
picion that made fertile soil for dissolution are evident in incident after incident. 
Miss Roberts has her devoted following and this fits into the groove. (LC: 54-10109 ) 


foleare || 
‘ Elsevier 


THE GOLDEN CHAIR $ AT - 
a,/< 
i 

The Elsevier Southwest Literary Award, this is more Southwest than uae 
but a friendly, family story of a by no means idle summer when another little pitcher 
(The Go Between, The Plum Thicket, and The Harvard Tree- of this issue) is all ears, 
eyes, nose, and finally over his head in the romantic affairs of his cousin Bud and 
Honey Lou. And his grandfather, grandmother, uncles Buck and Handy, aunt Opal, and co- © | 
conspirator- cousin Christine, all provide an ample, affectionate home base for Sidney | 
Hale, 12. His grandfather is persuaded to give up the farm and move to town where he 
buys a grocery store for Bud, a gas victim of World War I from which he has just re- 
turned. Bud, hospitalized for a time, leaves Honey Lou free and her eye wanders toward 
handsome Marvin Keller. The youngsters, to protect Bud's interests, work up a romance 
between Marvin and Maizie Bain, a waitress, but it gets out of hand when Maizie, preg- 
nant, wants $100 down and more to come. Maizie's demands are silenced; Bud returns to 
take over the store and Honey Lou; and the end of summer brings a happier turn of af- 
fairs for all- even Marvin and Maizie.... Real rural. (LC: 54-11379) 


Arnold, Oren 


D- X 
Miller, Helen Topping /0 \ > Longmans, Green. 
NO TEARS FOR CHRISTMAS $2.25 


A Christmas, overcast by the dark desolation of the Civil War, finds the Hunters 
on the losing side, their father gone, Beau- the eldest- killed, and Davie wounded, and 
it is Teresa who keeps the youngsters together while their mother gives in to the comfort 
of tears. The Yankees come, and demand a billet- eat the cake which Teresa has baked for 
the children. But when a wounded Lieutenant is brought in, it is Teresa who proves that 
hatred has no place in the face of death, and Christmas is celebrated together in the 
solidarity of suffering.... For the handerkerchief (half) hour, and sentiment provides 
the small, seasonal gift. 
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September 9 


Bagby, George Doubleday 
THE BODY IN THE BASKET $2.75 


Inspector Schmidt, and his amanuensis, Bagby, off their beat but still on . 
the job in Spain where Bagby witnesses the theft of an oyster knife in a restaurant 
by Sally White of Georgia and later assists in the getaway of a shoe shine boy. A 
crazy case, this leads into trouble when the body of a Guardia Civil is delivered to 
Bagby to his hotel- in a clothes hamper- and ties together as a confidence racket is 
aired... A safe combination, these two, but not too difficult to break. (IC: 54-9990) 


September 13 


Coxe, George Harmon Knopf 
DEATH AT THE ISTHMUS $2.75 


In the Panama Zone, lawyer Jim Russell sees the sights - and scents some 
trouble when Max Darrow calls him there to repay a debt. Promising to take Max’ gifts 
back to the U.S., Jim runs afoul of persistent interference; Max' death is followed by 
another; gun running, gem smuggling and Latin-American revolutions enter in. But Jim's 
hope and logic pay off to Inspector General Quesada as well as the girl in the case. 
Popularized. (IC: 54-8760) 


September 16 


Brown, Fredric Dutton 
ANGELS AND SPACESHIPS - $2.75 


Eight SF stories are interspersed with eight short-short “vignettes” and _ 
combine to make a fantasy happy-talk in which the commonplace achieves a comic, and 
cosmic, distortion. Linotypes and printing, a water pistol filled with holy water, 
electricity demolished, a play on words, the geni theme,- are spaced off with a check 
on SF being real, insecticides being used on humans, another world's long night, a 
dog looking for his god, etc. Airy rather than scary. (IC: 54-8864) 


September 20 


Webb, Jack Rinehart 
THE DAMNED LOVELY $2.75 


The cop and the cleric again, Detective Sergeant Sammy Golden and Father 
Joseph Shanley, work out the department of damned coincidence when the killing of a 
young rabbi during strike riots in a California refinery town tie in with the dis- 
appearance of a carport girl. Bucking the iron hold of boss-man Kid Rio and his 
trained police force, they smoke out a hired hoodlum and put some starch in a lady 
mayor's government. Delinquency, dirt and death in unequivocal hardhitting. (LC: 54-8254) 


September 22 /, 
Harper 
DEATH AND THE SKY ABOVE $Ar50 _ 
— y Sly ke 
* The muder of Charles Hilary's worthless wife, Louise, leaves him vulnerable 
to the conviction which follows, and his love affair with Kathryn lends a damaging in- 
flection to the circumstantial evidence against him. Scheduled to hang, a prison fire 
enables him to escape- with Kathryn- to some desolate saltings; they attempt to cross 
the Channel- but their boat capsizes and Charles is recaptured; and it is Kathryn who 
is able to bring in a last minute reversal and stay of execution. Enterprising and 


exciting. (IC: 54-9004) 


Garve, Andrew 
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September 22 


Stuart, Matt 4 Lippincott oe 
DEEP HILLS ~ $2.50 y 


Something of a new note for the old West when Britt Larkin, rancher, attempts to 
persuade the die-hard cattlemen that the newly come sod busters can become valuable allies. 
He wins the enmity of Schell, the distrust of Joyce, whom he loves, and the loyalty of the 
squatters as he points out a dam will help both parties. All line up against Schell to 


win out for the cooperative efforts. Spunky. (IC: 54-8748) 


Lippincott a 


Wentworth, Patricia 
THE BENEVENT TREASURE d $2.50 


Miss Silver's sterling virtues again assist in the prevention of one crime, the 
solution of another, when Candida Sayle joins the household of her great aunts, Miss Olivia 
and Miss Cara, and learns that she is the legatee of the Benevent treasure if Miss Clara 
dies. A legend, and a curse, 1 disappearance, a/death- and a romance provide a gothic tale 
in genteel circumstances, and Miss Silver's unobtrusive but observant faculties set the 


tone. (IC: 54-8746) 
September 27 


Random House 


Reilly, Helen 
TELL HER IT'S MURDER $2.75 


Jim Andrus, sentenced briefly for the vehicular homicide of the son of the woman 
he is to marry, comes out of jail to face further suspicion when he is implicated in murder 
this time, and found at the scene of still another crime. Determined to prove his innocence @ 
it is Susan, the step-sister of Regina whom he had once loved, who helps him to escape, 
while McKee and Todhunter are effacing and effective in their solution of a complex of 
emotional and material motives. Glamour contours here, along with a few sharp angles. 


(Lo: 54-5392) 
September 29 


Morrow- Mill 


O'Sullivan, J. B. 
DON'T HANG ME TOO HIGH $2.75 


That soft shoe shamus, Steve Silk, is retained to find the runaway son of an air- 
conditioning magnate, Newman, and detained further on the case when Newman is murdered. 
Gerry, innocent except in the eyes of the police, runs off again; his sister, Toni- is 
vulnerable- to Silk, while an older sister, Rachel, is inscrutable; and Silk himself is 
not above suspicion until he is able to probe and prove otherwise. Battered. (LC: 54-10206) 


September 1? }o [14 


Little, Brown 


Queen, Ellery- /d 
ELLERY QUEEN'S AWARDS, NINTH SERIES $3.00 


The year's best still providing the best entertainment in this form, and certain- 
ly experience lends expertise to Roy Vickers’ Double Image, in which an identity as well as 
a life is destroyed: the fatal irony of Margaret Millar's The Couple Next Door; the grim 
sobriety of Dorothy Salisbury Davis' Backward. Turn Rackward; while a murder trial acceler- 





ates the pitch of John Ross MacDonald's Wild Goose Chase. Stanley Ellin, Margery Allinghan, @ 
A.Z.H. Carr, Philip MacDonald, and James Yaffe are old familiars, while among the newcomers- 


Zenna Henderson and John Hayward have youngsters to heighten the appeal of You Know What, 
Teacher and Heat Spell.... As always, a select selection. 
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A Selective Perspective 


[he non-fiction is swinging into the heavy season- but quantity does not assure qual- 
ity, However, Jacqueline Cochran's STARS AT NOON (Little, Brown) has the sure atpeal 
of a forceful femme and the career she blazed across the sky; Burke Davis! THEY CALLED 
HIM STONEWALL (Rinehart) is an exciting historical portrait but the market will be 
solid rather than casual; even more serious, and certainly more speculative, will be 
that of Bradford Smith’s A DANGEROUS FREEDOM (Lippincott), a survey of a pattern of 
American life and development; for women, there is an abundant human interest in Helen 
Doss’ THE FAMILY NOBODY WANTED (Little, Brown); and- for possibly everyone- a heavily 
inlaid account of a jeunesse dore-- le high life of Prince Felix Youssoupoff- LOST 
SPLENDOR (Putnam), See below for reports. 


PROBLEMATICAL BOOKS 


August 18 


Deane -Drummond, Anthony Lippincott 
RETURN TICKET $3.50 


The exploits of Lt. Colonel Deane-Drummond supplement the annals of escape 
and begin in 1941 when he parachuted in enemy Italy, performed his mission (the detona- 
tion of some explosives), but after a long pursuit- was taken by the local carabinieri 
in a small village. Months of monotony, in prison, led to his first break and a run 
for the Swiss border, but he was re-taken- to a monastery where the rations were equally 
ascetic. A self-induced transfer to a hospital enabled him to make his second escape, 
and this time he tunnelled under the barbed wire across the border, and returned to 
England. Prior to the Sicilian invasion, he served as a member of roundup-team to 
contact ex-prisoners, but the battle of Arnhem took him to Germany on an airborne opera- 
tion and this time he fell into German hands. Hiding, for 13 days, in a cupboard in a 
German guardroom, he made. his last out- contacted the Resistance- and reached home 
base.... An account which does not lack for robust activity- or high spirits-- but the 
market may well be more confined than it once was. (LC: 54-6116) 





Baruch, Bernard M. magne Ie Simon & Schuster 


A PHILOSOPHY OF OUR TIME $1.75 


A series of lectures delivered at his alma mater- City College of New York- 
this slim book collects a few of the elder stateman's thoughts on the economic and social 
situation of our country in the world today. The first three, delivered in May of this 
year, are on economy and the role of government. In the form of directives, of state- 
ments of basic truths, he points to the need for self knowledge as essential to realizing 
true progress and the invalidity of the old "averaging out" thesis; to the devastating 
effects of war and a necessary readjustment to the law of supply and demand: to the in- 
creasing obligation of all citizens to think and not let the government do it all for 
them. In the fourth lecture, given on the occasion of the dedication of the Bernard M. 
Baruch School of Business and Public Administration, he speaks of the wide opportunities 
for youth today, the dispersion of power for international peace, and the too often 
abusive profit motive in channels of creative activity. A quiet reminder and a tribute 
to Baruch as adviser. 


September £6 2, 


Geagan, Bill Coward-McCann 
THE GOOD TRAIL $3.50“ 


A Maine author who cut his teeth "on gun barrel and fishing rod" reports 
from his wild wood classrooms and continues the experiences begun in Nature I Loved 
The great outdoors as a haven from artificial and murderous civilized living is his 
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theme and he counts the blessings of woods and waters, fishing and hunting, the sounds 

and habits of the animals, birds and fish; of his days in the log cabin, of the camping 
trips and characters he has known; of the seasons that change the face of the “land of 

the moose, the landlocked salmon, the trout, white pine and pointed fir". Counting his 
wealth beyond kings, he records his. observations as he roams and prowls and canoes through 
his domain; he tells of the way in which his life has worked out - his bread and butter 
from his hobby by writing for Bangor radio and newspapers out at the cabin while his wife 
Alice stays in the city and the joys of sharing his camping life with her when she stays 
with him. A Grayson-like contentment here and a nature-paean for the true-blue sports- 


man. Illustrations by the author. (LC: 54-10146) 





September 10 ) | “ 


Putnam 


Richardson, James 
FOR THE LIFE OF ME $4.00 v 
Plain talk reminiscences by the city editor of a rough and ready newspaper, 
The Los Angeles Examiner,reveal a life of high ideals, hard work (and knocks) and 
"beats" on some of the nation's biggest crime cases. Around the turn of the century, 
Richardson was born in Chicago, but his family moved to Winnipeg and at 18 James 
entered newspapering the real way- when he'd been expelled from school for neglecting 
his studies. Reporting and feeling life as it was, came easier. By the time he was 
in his early thirties Richardson had become one of the youngest city editors in the 
field- at the Los Angeles Herald. He was married then, but tragedy came for his wife 
died, and for five years he became an almost incurable alcoholic. He lost two jobs 
and went into movie publicity work, the while fighting for his sense of decency and 
real happiness until he gave up drinking and began the slow struggle back to normalcy. 
It worked and Richardson, remembered for a competent past, was offered the city post 
on the Fxaminer and went on to have his finger in the Bugsy Siegel and Black Dahlia @ 
cases. Romantically written, this has its moments of melodrama in and out of the press 
rooms, and a strong behind-the-scenes appeal. +(LC: 54-10503) 





September 13 


McGraw-Hill ~~ | 


ADVENTURE IN FREEDOM $3 : if 
2 

The publication of this history of the Jews in America, by the Harvard pro- 
fessor who was awarded the Pulitzer prize with his earlier- The Uprooted (Little, Brown), 
will coincide with the start of the Tercentenary celebration and will have the full. 
support of the American Jewish Tercentenary Committee. Less elegiac in character than 
the earlier book, historical facts, religious and social factors give this a sharper 
definition. And from the time when, in 1654, the first 25 Jews came to the New World 
to find privileges which had been unavailable in the Old, this is a history of their 
adjustment to communal life, their cultural and ethnic absorption as "these americans 
remained Jews". An expanding society brought new problems, as did the big exodus from 
Eastern Europe in 1870, into the cities, into industry and commerce, while two communi- 
ties were to co-exist, the orthodox and the reform. The patterns through the years of 
Americanization and Zionism and anti-semitism, from its early stereotypes to the open 
political prejudice of the 1890's to the "full-fledged racial ideology" which emerged 
by 1920, to which Hitler later gave a fresh impetus. But, all in all, this is largely 
a story of gradual assimilation- and with it the lessening of the Jewish identity, save 
for the possible religious redefinition of the last years.... A perspective which 


Handlin, Oscar 


records the evidence of the years, reflects the flux of social attitudes and cultural ¢& 
contributions, this is an impressive documentary, and the backing of Jewish organiza- 
tions will help widen its interest. (LC: 54-10634) 
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September 15 





Audett, James Henry Morrow- Sloane 
RAP SHEET $4.00 




















The life and crimes of Blackie Audett provide an unabashed, unrepentant, and 
for the most part lively chronology of a career spent in jails- and out of them. Blackie 
was first on the lam from his father's floggings- at the age of 10; at 13 he was 
shanghaied into the Army (Canadian) for service in World War I, and he returned to the 
funeral of Dolly, the girl he liked who could have saved him. A train holdup (they 
bagged $560,000) led to his first rap- of ten years, but he broke out of a maximum 
security prison after a few weeks. A second sentence, a bank robbery this time, did 
not take and he broke jail after six weeks, and again jumped his guard on the way to 
Leavenworth, joined up with Al Capone in Chicago. A tour of the continent took him 
back to Leavenworth, but this time he was sprung on a writ and joined the Pendergast 
organization, until he went back into the "wholesale banking business" and married Vi. 
But with fewer and fewer hiding places available, the world closes in on him- and he 
was picked up, tried and sent to Alcatraz where he served almost the full time- finished 
it out in another jail..... A jaunty account of a human jackrabbit, handled in an 
unimproved idiom. (LC: 54-10085) 


September 16 


Alexander, Lawrence- as told to Crowell 
Barnett, Adam THE IRON CRADLE $3.00 


A first person account not only of the physical recovery from a severely 
crippling case of polio, but also the adaptation to the restrictive life it left him 
to lead, is candid, to the point of intimacy, and thoroughly unselfconscious. At 27, 
Larry Alexander, a fairly new husband and father, was hospitalized with a severe attack 
which left him in an iron lung- and without any sensory capacity in his arms or legs. 
The pain of the first few weeks was followed by a rather truculent discouragement which 
was not eased in the months to follow. He was moved to the Kenny Institute where certain 
therapies took him out of the respirator for lengthening periods, but as a year passed, 
the total paralysis of other muscles was unchanged, and another move to the Mary McArthur 
(Helen Hayes') unit in Wellesley provided a rocking bed and other special equipment. 
His return home- with a rocking bed, a portable respirator, and a wheel chair brought 
other disappointments- particularly in Norma, his wife- until his participation in a 
community campaign restored his interests in the world outside and an incentive to re- 
sume his work- with now an acknowledgement and acceptance of the limitations in the 
life ahead..... Not as distinctive as the Marugg book, 3eyond Fndurance, but direct 
and unsparing (IC: 54-9156) 


Seymour, John 0|1> John Day 
AROUND INDIA $4.95 



















An Englishman who enters India on a sailing boat as crew member might be 
expected to afford yet another view of India, and in many respects he does. For the 
approximate year that he spent in India (not counting wartime duty), he lived with 
Indians, chatted with them about caste and cattle, and thoroughly enjoyed himself. 

His treks in Madras to the land of no toddy; ruminations on the tolerance of Hinduism 

and the life of the temple, particularly that of the Fish Eyed Goddess in Madura; 

the discovery of the White Jews of Cochin and the Syrian Christians of Kottayam; plunges 
into the Kolar Gold field of Mysore and excursions to Nayar country all find place here. 
He considers the emergin, works programs and ideas of the Indians, from Ghandi's Basic 
Education to the Community Development Program. Less inclusive and organized than 

Jean Lyon's Just Half a World Away (reported in the June 15, 1954 Bulletin, p. 374), 

this has a pleasant and rewarding air of appreciation and camaraderie. Illustrated. 












(LC: 54-10458) aul 
Cochran, Jacqueline Little, Brown. «© 
ei / STARS AT NOON $300 1/ 





~“ * This is a story of a girl who traveled from sawdust to stardust, rags to 
riches - so Jackie Cochran and Floyd Odlum, her husband, tell us - and are they right! 
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As a neglected foster child in sawmill country, Jackie acquired independence 
and ingenuity and grit. She worked as a midwife before she was eight, saw dogpaddling 
companions drown and a Negro burned by a lynching mob. From a Columbus cotton mill at 
eight, she turned to beauty shop work; Montgomery at fourteen found her meeting people, 
learning to dance, driving a Ford. Jackie attracted interest and attained nursing 
training, but she had had enough of sawdust. Her way to the stars came via beauty oper- 
ating for Antoine - in Miami she met Floyd, and flying, even then with the idea of com- 
bining cosmetics, came to mind. From then on flying takes over- with the stories of the 
races, of the deep friendship and psychic relationship with Amelia Earhart; the formation 
of the WASPs after consultation with President Roosevelt with resultant contacts all over 
the world. She met Mao and Mme. Chiang in China; poured tea for the Shah in Persia; flew 
around the’ Taj Mahal in the moonlight; had a Papal audience in Rome; heard Hanna Reitsch's 
description of Hitler's last hours in Berlin; saw the Japanese and German war trials; 
visited Tolstoy's house in Russia; talked with Franco in Spain and Queen Fredericka in 
Greece and Syngman Rhee in Korea. She worked to get Eisenhower to accept a nomination 

and spent Coronation Day making a trial flight in a jet. The success story of an era 
sparkles with the vigor and decisiveness of a great woman and pilot. (LC: 54-8316) 


It's a wow. 


—_ 


mene 
\O\ % 
Putnam 


Hill, Amelia Lea 
A HOMEOWNER'S GUIDE TO LANDSCAPING see, < 


Perhaps this has little that is strikingly original but it is as good e general 
once-over-lightly for the average layman as I can remember reading. The basic philosophy 
is sound: relate the grounds to the house, avoid standardization, study each phase of the 
subject in relation to the particular problem. The three main types are formal, informal 
and naturalistic- with some attention given to specialized gardens within these categories, 
such as the alpine or rock garden, rose garden, a swamp garden, a city garden. But the 
fundamental principles are the kernel of the book:- making the plan, color and texture, 
soil conditions, relation of garden to house, terrace, walls, steps. One phase too often 
pushed aside is here recognized for the vital factor it is- fences, walls, hedges, as 
part of the garden planning. Good section on foundation planting relates trees, shrubs, 
etc. to the garden areas. A final chapter touches on garden furniture, again in relation 


to the background. (LC: 54-10497) 


Warburg, James P. : Putnam " 
THE UNITED STATES IN A CHANGING WORLD #707 \ K  $5.9075 


This- on many counts- is a book that should appeal to a wider market than any- 
thing Warburg has done. Where previously he has taken onesegment or one approach to an 
issue, and handled it challengingly and provocatively, this time he has, in the space of 
a carefully reasoned and very readable single volume, given a background of the history 
of American foreign policy from its inception. And on this foundation, he has analyzed 
contemporary ramifications of foreign policy, its successes and failures, its crisis to- 
day. In our early years we had two dominant aims:- the establishment of a transcontinental 
nation, the expansion and protection of trade at home and abroad; our foreign policy was 
shaped by our presidentsand their secretaries of state. Then came fifty years of no 
constructive policy while we transformed ourselves into a self sufficient nation. With 
World War II we were forced into a position of responsibility, and today, our leadership 
assumed, we can by default of affirmative leadership, insure civilization's end. We 
hesitate to reorient ourselves towards affirmation of a purpose for freedom instead of 
against Communism. The shift of power from the executive to the legislative under domin- 
ance of pressure groups is in part responsible, but the legacy of the Truman administra- 
tion, not wholly offset by the positive contributions, has not been reversed by an ad- 
ministration swinging back to laissez faire, and permitting a flight from freedom within 
its borders. Republicans and Democrats must share the responsibility and study the lessons 
of our history. A valuable book for those who want a thoughtful approach to better under- 


standing of the trends. (LC: 54-10506) 
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Bush, Wesley A. . Van Nostrand 
PARADISE TO LEEWARD $7.50 


Mr. Bush, his wife, son and cocker spaniel Tuppin, recently sailed down the 
coast of Baja California and western Mexico in their Crocker designed gaff ketch- 
stopping at practically all of the small sea towns and anchorages along the way; Para- 
dise to Leeward is the account of the voyage. Mainly technical and designed to be a 
handbook for anyone who wants to make a similar trip, the book abounds with Mr. Bush's 
maps and drawings of the coastline and these along with textual information will be 
helpful navigation aids. But there is the sense of adventure in a new land too. The 
Bush's are charmed with truly paradisiacal surroundings- lagoons, palm studded harbors 
and friendly inhabitants. Though a certain dryness of style is a disappointing block to 
a broader feeling for the district, Mr. Bush is primarily a sailor's sailor and it is 
along these lines that his record of the Los Angeles to Acapulco jaunt will prove 


invaluable. Photos. 





September 20 


Dutton 


Daniel-Rops 
JESUS AND HIS TIMES $5.00 
While this is primarily a book for Catholic readers in view of the standing 

of the author as an eminent French Catholic theologian, the English and the American 
publishers have combined in a decision to substitute the King James text, where the 
Douay translation is used in the original. Further than that it would be difficult 

to draw the line between Catholic and Protestant market for this reverent treatment 

of the life and times of Jesus. The Biblical account as interpreted in the traditional 
and orthodox Christian faith is followed. Difficulties and discrepancies in the Gospel 
accounts are explained but always on the supposition that "Jesus is a mystery, the 


mystery of God incarnate. Jesus is God made flesh; if this is accepted, evething else 
is clear". (Which goes beyond the acceptance of some of the denominations.) The author 
makes his greatest contribution through his interpretation of the events and teachings 
revealed in the Gospels in terms of contemporary history and customs, for he shows 
himself to be a close student of the historical, religious and cultural background of 
the New Testament. He follows the Johannine chronology in general but goes further than 


any other New Testament scholar in giving specific dates for outstanding events. Thus 
the feeding of the 500 is dated April 29, 26 AD; the Transfiguration, August 9,28 AD. 
In these and many other points many will feel the author has clarified the "mystery" 
of Jesus' life all too easily. (Translated from the French by Rudy Millar.) 


Philosophical Library 


Runes , Dagobert- Fd. 
A TREASURY OF PHILOSOPHY $15.00 

A mammoth dictionary of philosophers comments on thinkers from Abelard to 
Zeno the Stoic and covers their activities in time from the pre-Socratics to the present. 
Alphabetical in order, each of the hundreds of entries is complete with a short 
biographical sketch and a selection from the more important writings. Brief and to 
the point, each sketch outlines its subject's life with regard to vital statistics as 
well as his relation to the period in which he thought and worked- giving the latter 
in as much detail as space permits. The selections that follow, have been chosen for 
the most part, to amplify the thinker's central themes. Notable inclusions are the 
eastern philosophers and religionists- Chinese, Arabian, Indian and many of the western 
psychologists whose work has bordered on the field and contributed to thought shifts. 


® A big quick reference guide, this merits school and library use. 
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Cushing, Mary Watkins ‘ 
THE RAINBOW BRIDGE $3-F5— 


: 
| 
{ 


* Mary Watkins, a Vermonter who came to New York to study art although enamoured © [| 
of opera, first came to know her favorite idol, Olive Fremstad, through a picture she 
drew of her. The first meeting at the Hotel Ansonia led to a longer summer trip and to 
seven years of acting as Mme. Fremstad's "buffer". In those years the eager, warmhearted, 
understanding girl learned to run a menage, to dress a Brunnehilde,*o appreciate the mag- 
nificent artist and difficult person who was Olive Fremstad. Humor, drama, and touches 
of tragedy abound in the story of those years and what lay on either side of them for 
Mademe. When "little Miss Watkins", or Tinka, arrived on the scene, Olive Fremstad was 
at the height of her career. The summer in Europe with its hard labor at Karlstein and 
handkissing in Vienna was play compared to the New York winter at the Met. The woman 
who held her roles above the limitations of the flesh, who once with Toscanini carried 
music beyond human endurance, who frightened Scotti, who played Carmen to a rejected 
lover with a luger pointed at her heart and who delighted in tramping past lampposts 
counting her breaths - was a dynamic but dependent person who needed a home and sta- 
bility. Tinka shared Madame's torments and trials through an unsuccessful second marr- 
iage and a finale release from the Met. Friendships with people like Willa Cather, 
who took Fremstad as her model for Song of the Lark, the quietude of the Maine retreat 
could not give rest to the great diva, the thirty hollow years after her retirement- 
fill in this portrait of a great interpretative artist - shadow it with tenderness and 
realism, admiration and understanding. A supreme operative imperative. (LC: 54-1049) 


Davis, Burke Rinehart 
THEY CALLED HIM STONEWALL $5.00 
“ *® ..eee. but before he proved himself, they called him "Tom Fool" and the "Lemon 
Squeezer"- and Burke Davis' biography points out both the genius of the general and the @ 


eccentricities of the man- the former which is so overwhelmingly to outweigh the latter. 
The narrative opens with Jackson presiding over the execution of John Brown after Harper's 
Ferry. It skips ahead to the Valley campaign where Jackson first showed his abilities, 
then retreats to his early life- and finally transcribes the events between his transfer 
to Richmond until his death at Chancellorville, a death which literally left the South 
with bowed heads and tear-filled eyes. As definitive a picture- of Jackson, the officer, 
and of his generalship, as anyone can hope to read emerges. A man of war and a man of 
God, he prayed for help before each battle, wreaked the devil's vengeance during it, and 
gave thanks on its conclusion.... Burke Davis has done a really bang-up job with his book. 
There doesn't seem to be a minute of the Civil War in which he does not know what Jackson 
was doing. There are very few minutes in which he doesn't know what Jackson was saying. 
And there is hardly an inch of ground which Jackson's troops covered with which he is 

not familiar. All this knowledge forms a base for a completely fascinating and stirring 


record. (IC: 54-7921) 


Quilici, Folco | sa Rinehart 


“ 


THE BLUE CONTINENT /6/254 $5.00 


Down deep gun and camera again, this time from the Italian National Underwater 
Expedition, is reported by the head of the documentary division and illustrated by both 
the author's and Giorgio Ravelli's black and white and color photographs. Introduced by 
the aims of and preparations for the assignment, this traces the course of the Formica 
and the three teams, armament and equipment that traveled to the Red Sea and made its head- 
quarters at Massaua. It's a big catch of tuna, firefish, sardines, boxfish, rhinoceros, 
butterfly, cherna, manta, moray, trumpet, key, parrot, black, on to their pet goal - shark - 
and even an adventure with whales; there's the vegetation of the tropical reefs and bottoms, © 
the wrecks, and the mastery of living horizontally; there are the discouragements and the 
triumphs and the problems of filming a colorful stage and its gaudy actors. And there are 
the new facts garnered; you can kill a shark with tea; even man-eating sharks are confounded 
by humans and seek flight when confronted; the value of harpooning with curare; and many 
others. A brisk run through of new worlds conquered, this joins a growing library of marine 
exploration and exploits and does not suffer by comparison. The 60 illustrations (24 in 
full color) are not available but from the descriptions they should add enormously.(LC:54-8252 
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Announcing for September 20 


Fisher, M.F.K. World 
THE ART OF EATING Prepub. $5.00- $6.00 


Collected works of an artist in food, whose gastronomical creed long since 
captured my imagination. From Serve It Forth, in 1937, to An Alphabet for Gourmets 
(1949) her books on food (five of them) have been unorthodox, tempting the “second 
imagination that dwells in the palate", ans supplying a treasure trove of recipes. 
Fadiman in an introduction defines her as a "superb writer"- "an inspired cook", and 
gives a thumb nail sketch of her personality, with all its contradictions. A sampling 
here and there revives the delight of first reading. Illustrated by Leo Manso. 

(LC: 54-8172) 
September 21 Vv 


Teale, Edwin Way - Ed. Houghton, Mifflin 
THE WILDERNESS WORLD OF JOHN MUIR $4.00 


The selections chosen and bridged by Teale indicate a detailed study and 
deep appreciation of this Scotch-American naturalist's life and work and are as fresh 
and spritely and delightful as the day they were written. Here is Muir's whole story, 
from Scotland to the mountains and valleys of his adopted land, from the harsh discip- 
line of a Bible-reading father to the moneyless foot travels the length and breadth 
of the United States, from his love of all wild life to his passion for trees. This 
is the panorama of his traveling too - to Florida, the Gulf Coast, California and the 
mountains of Yosemite and the High Sierra, the glaciers, and his five trips to Alaska. 
And here are the little details - the clocks he invented, the plant press that was so 
dear, the seldom changing meals of bread and tea, the delight in all the animals, 
birds, flowers - even grasshoppers. These selections from Muir's works offer reading 
that is often magnificent, thrilling, exciting, breath-taking and awe-inspiring and 
the book should be a must for all libraries, nature study or conservation courses, with 
a definite West Coast audience. 


Martin, Martha Macmillan 
THE BEAR'S DOMAIN $3.50 


A successor to 0 Rugged Land of Gold is not quite as rugged and continues 
after the death of Donnas (the baby of the first book) as the Martins settle on an is- 
land in Southeastern Alaska. The grandeur of the wilderness here is just a frame for 
what is largely a story of their "part-time" children; Dace, for whom they waited nine 
years- until she crossed from Yugoslavia- with Lazar, a fairly troublesome adolescent; 
Mary, her sister's five year old; Billy, a miner's child, and then his brother; and 
finally iittle Frankie- three- another miner's child. To them all, as well as to the life 
she made for them, she brings an effluvium of warmth and sentiment. And while there is 
not quite the spectacular duress of the earlier book, there were the constants of danger 
in illness- particularly her husband's; bears- many of them; a fire, a hurricane, etc., 
until Don's worsening condition forced them to leave.... The challenge of living the 
hard way, homestyled for a woman's audience. 


October 19 


Yen, Maria Macmillan 
THE UMBRELLA GARDEN $4.00 


Maria Yen was a student at Peita University in Peking when the People's 
Liberation Army took over. At first she welcomed the liberation, but gradually, as the 
full extent of the Communist burden fell upon her, she realized that she must retain her 
personal freedom at all costs. Her description of Communism as it gripped a great 
university reveals the enticements and processes of indoctrination; her harrowing train 
trip to Canton and escape to Hong Kong, where with friends she works to understand what 
is happening in China for future reference, are evidence of a courageous, free and 
dedicated spirit. Limited. 
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Bro, Marguerite Harmon Harper 
INDONESIA: LAND OF CHALLENGE $4.00 @ 


A well known juvenile author, Mrs. Bro has written novels for the teen age 
level, but her background has prepared her equally for this serious and broad study of 
the island chain that so recently won its independence and took its place as a world 
nation. In 1950, Mrs. Bro's husband was appointed cultural attache to the United States 
Embassy in Jakarta, and she went with him. Too,years of her childhood were spent in 
China as the daughter of a missionary and so her eyes and her heart are open to Asian 
life in a way that takes full cognizance of a tradition-bound land with a new found sense 
of freedom and westernized democracy. Orthodox in its main outline, the study takes a 
chapter by chapter look at the facets of Indonesian life- general outlook, history, the 
relationship of family to nation, war and the birth of the republic, democracy in the 
making, schools, religion, agriculture, industry, economics and so forth. But within 
each section there is the personal touch that lights up the street lamps, the dancing, 
the color and the interesting customs. It makes a varied backdrop for the more basic 
issues in President Soekarno's polyglot country and there is both frank and understandable 
interpretation of Indonesia's tie with Red China (rather than Russia) and her desire for 


a strong, able Asia. Good. (LC: 54-10077) 


ye" Harper 
POEMS OF FIVE DECADES $ 
315° 

Whatever else Max Eastman may be- editor, critic, philosopher, politician, he 
is not a good poet. This collection of his verses, grouped in the five decades from 
1900 to 1950, will disappoint those who remember his little book, The Enjoyment of Poetry, 
with pleasure- who knew him as the friend of Edna St. Vincent Millay- and who thought of ® 
him as a passionate thinker. During the ‘20's he was an ardent admirer of Russia, and he 
later became an equally firm opponent. But all these enthusiasms and criticisms, while 
they color his poetry, do not improve it; there is little technique, and not much sub- 
stance beyond a rather pallid romanticism. The little prose apologies inserted between 
the poems are better written than the poems themselves, and the volume is at best a 
triste testament to the confused thinking of our times. 


f / 
UN, ¥ 


Greenman, Frances Cranmer \\! Harper 


HIGHER THAN THE SKY $3750 
f° 
A peripatetic portrait painter displays a candid view of her life in a lively 
and warm autobiography. She tells of her early years in Aberdeen, South Dakota, intro- 
ducing us to her admirable parents - her mother a dainty suffragist and Christian Science 
healer, her father a lawyer, union leader, and visionary. There are the years of study 
in the East, capped by a European venture. Then come the days of painting for a living, 
marriage and motherhood; the later years as Palm Beach and Santa Barbara columnist, and 
the return to painting and Minneapolis. The book bursts with exuberance and sociability 
as the author relishes her calling and her encounters with such notables as Mary Pickford, 
Dolores Del Rio, Mrs. William Astor Chanler, Russell Cowles, and so on and on. Ventures 
an. personalities are commingled with ideas on art, the way to get through life joyously. 
Vitality is more evident than organization in this life story which will draw a market 
from those acquainted with society sets, or interested in them - and who will enjoy the 


added element of art. (LC: 54-8953) 


Mensendieck, Bess M., M.D. 58 fag. 7 Phe Harper 
LOOK BETTER, FEEL BETTER $3 -5Y © 


The Mensendieck System of Functional Movements as a basis for body sculpture and 
health is described here with complete instructions for Movement Schemes. Combining the 
science and muscle function with the technique of teaching muscle control, Dr. Mensendieck 
presents “mild, graduated movements" based on a study of anatomy and directed at specific 
muscles. Aims, steps, and diagrams of Movement Schemes for feet, buttocks, abdomen, back, 
breast, etc. are explicitly given. Foreword by Dr. Paul Magnuson. (LC: 54-6021) 


Eastman, Max 
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Slavson, S. R. Harper 
RE-EDUCATING THE DELINQUENT $3.50 


From his experience as director of a school for "delinquent girls", and later 
a school for boys, this text is based on direct experience and pleads for a corrective 
education in which love, trust, and primarily justice are applied. Psychiatry is also 
essential; so is guidance in the home situation along with the establishment of new 
attitudes. Within the school itself, the phases of a rehabilitative program are 
assessed; the system of rewards and deprivations; the cottage system- whose success is 
dependent on the type of cottage parents secured; the planning of a recreational pro- 
gram, of art work (maladjusted children have an abudance of talent), of social and work 
groups which will favor moral and emotional realignment.... Casework amplifies much of 
this, and lends its human interest, but the market is strictly professional. (LC 354-8992) 


OcT be v 
Smith, Bradford eI Lippincott 
A DANGEROUS FREEDOM Y $3.95 


* Bradford of Plymouth (Lippincott, 1951) was an enlightened social biography- 
one that established America as the proving ground of the bridging between mediaevalism 
and commonwealth, as the new land built on the premise of voluntary association. Picking 
up this theme now and tracing its action in our country from Plymouth to the present day, 
Mr. Smith distinguishes himself again as a historian of depth and latitude and as a 
trenchant analyzer of basic American motives and the all important need to recognize 
and act upon them as such today. At the outset, his point is that the rugged-individual- 
ism, profit-making legend we have built and furthered, is not what truly represents us. 
Rather it is the force of voluntary association that is so taken for granted, and so 
obscured in the cultural lag that followed the machine age. Reading through the book is 
an exciting adventure in action at the community level, for with voluntarism the ever 
present leit-motif, stages in American growth spring alive. We are witness to the early 
victory over religious persecution; to the provincialism that was the corollary of in- 
dependence in the Revolution; to the mutual aid without which the frontier settlements 
could not have survived; to the concerted effort against slavery; to the "utopias" and 
their belief in human capacity and voluntary action; to the emancipation of women; to 
the winning of rights for the worker. That we are, in conclusion, a nation of joiners 
is not a “fault” but our principal virtue representing a freedom whose danger is safer 
than the "security" that threatens to snuff it out, and a working force to be recognized 
for world peace. A needed statement for our time, we can only hope this will receive 
the notice it should. (LC: 54-9415) 

Y VV / 


Ullman, James Ramsey | Lippincott 
THE AGE OF MOUNTAINEERING v $6.00 


This derives, the author says, from his early story, High Conquest, and 
brings the story of mountaineering through the decade and more of high achievement since. 
The scaling of Everest so soon after the conquest of Annapurna brought mountaineering 
to full maturity, and created a new army of armchair participants. This record of the 
rich background which made today's achievements possible is here presented by one whose 
greatest contribution lies in his skill to impart what mountain climbing means to the. 
reading fraternity. He goes back to 1776 and Saussure, the first and one of the great- 
est, who challenged and ultimately conquered Mt. Blanc. Today, with the Alps scaled, 
the stress is not on What? but on How? And Ullman - in successive stories of achievement 
and high endeavor, gives too the progress of techniques, equipment, scientific approach. 
The earlier chapters set the tone; later ones take one event after another; there is 
scarcely a dull area in the book, which combines the "how-to" with biography, anecdote 
and sheer adventure. Today the Scandinavian and Caucasus alone in Europe contain some 
heights that might still be "first". |The Andes and the Rockies in the Americas, 
Greenland and the Arctic and Antarctic, Japan and the islands of the Pacific, New 
Zealand, all offer farflung challenge, now that this 100 year old sport has achieved 
world scale, and the men who climb are a fraternity who seek high adventure. (I1C:54-9421) 
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Little, Brown @ 


Doss, Helen 
THE FAMILY NOBODY WANTED $3.75 


a 
Y, seeee adds up to 12 children, in less than 12 years, and this account of their 
adoptions, while quantitatively staggering, is also a demonstration of Carl Doss' belief 
that "God created all men in his image" since the Doss’ many children are of many racial 
strains. With no child of their own, Helen Doss managed to extract one child from an 
agency (they were not considered "financially capable"), and they got (1) Doneld. Then 
Helen angled for‘the “unadoptables" of mixed backgrounds and got simultaneously- (2) 
Laura, a Eurasian, and (3) Susan, who was sickly, while Carl studied for the ministry. 
For Donny's sake, they took (4) Teddy, Filipino-Malayan- Spanish, but too young for 
Donny, and Helen could not say no to (5) Mexican-Indian Rita. Taro, a foster-child, 
stayed with them for a year- but Donny still wanted a brother, size six, and instead 
got (6) three year old Tommy- while Carl, who had thought tings had gone far enough 
long since (he was earning $2800 a year as a minister) brought home a new baby (7) Alex. 
Two little Indian children stayed for a time, but (8) and (9) were two Hawaiian girls. 
At nine, Donny started writing letters to the orphanages for a brother, his age, and 
this time they splurged and took on (10), (11), and (12), two for Donny and again a 
baby. Chickenpox and measles in this family were a real siege- Helen caught the measles- 
and then took a summer off in college; a life photographer made up a family album; pre- 
judice had to be countered- and the many shifts from parsonage to parsonage also keep 
this family mobile. Definitely crowds the market of Anna Perrot Rose's Room For One 
More, but it should find a warm welcome nevertheless. (LC: 54-8324) 


September-23— ,\ 
\o\\ @ 
John Day 


Burford, Virgil ; 
NORTH TO DANGER $3-75V 
A bluff account of hazardous enterprises and exploits is based in Alaska and 
all the adventure this country has to offer- from Kodiak bears to killer whales- at- 
tracted Virgil Burford. From the time when at 14 he ran away from home, he was condi- 
tioned towards an itinerant career- and in Alaska he first took up deep sea diving for 
the armed forces, then for the canneries. Fishing with traps- and fish pirating (he 
joined in here too)- a flourishing business; fortune hunting, below sea level for sal- 
vage and on land- prospecting; bears, octopus and whales, sea lions and whales (a touchy 
proposition when cornered), all were to prove fairly formidable opponents in his pursuit 
of a livelihood rather than the courtship of danger per se.... Mansized, for a manmade 


market. (ILC: 54-10452) 


Doubleday 


Josephs, Ray 
HOW TO MAKE MONEY FROM YOUR IDEAS $3.95 

Or the care and feeding and development of brain children to the point where 
they can support their originators.... This analyzes the steps by which others have 
turned their ideas into profit and outlines ways in which you-too can do it. It sur- 
veys the possibilities and markets in new ideas for your job, for men and women, for 
the household, for toys, movies, advertising, radio and TV, for the Armed Forces, in 
the automotive and writing worlds, and in entering contests. There are questionnaires 
throughout together with a fact book against which to check the processes of planning, 
presenting and protecting the idea and a list of further sources of information. A eo 
book to stimulate as well as instruct, this is a notion counter in practical terms. 


(Le: 54-5177) | 
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Mumford, Lewis Harcourt, Brace 
IN THE NAME OF SANITY ~ $3.50 


In the name of sanity, Mr. Mumford rightly implores us to come to our senses 
in a time of irrational violence and make use of the techniques of creativity and 
humanism for a national security that rests too often on the power of disintegrating 
forces- before it is too late. As big, explosive and as healthy as his ideas are 
( impractical", "far-fetched" many will call them) the tragedy is that people will 
continue to pay more attention to less important things- war and the atom bomb rather 
than, as Mr. Mumford suggests, the things that unite men. What these are, he relates 
in plain, simple terms and illustrates a plan of action beginning with conversation at 
the lowest level. This- it could be accomplished by a vorld equalization fund- he back- 
grounds with a careful look at the thought patterns of the last century. The elements 
within them- the machine age, increased scientific knowledge and the cultural lag- 
helped to bring on the present dilemma that exhibits itself as a fearful disunity, the 
fear bringing defense and retaliation rather than a search for common ground. Scholarly 
and studied, his analyses lend themselves to his plan- for a year's armistice, a lift- 
ing of military security, a sincere attempt to show that no one ideology can halt 
extermination, and to go more than half way by destroying our bombs in the face of 
Russian aggression. Strong words from a strong minded man, these will invite heated 
discussion. (LC: 54-11324) 





September 24 


Costain, Thomas B. Doubleday 
THE WHITE AND THE GOLD $5.00 


PAuitn this book the best-selling historical novelist starts a non-fiction 
series on the history of Canada, similar to his series on England of which two volumes 
have already appeared. It starts with a quick summary of the early discoveries of 
North America, but really gets down to business with Jacques Cartier and the first 
attempt to settle Canada in 1541-1542. He proceeds through the explorations and the 
settlement at Quebec by Champlain, and then concentrates on the 17th century French ac- 
tivities in New France. He moves back and forth between the old country and the new, 
and the political manoeuvers of the French kings, statesmen and merchants which speeded 
up and slowed down the march of events in Canada, while administrators, adventurers and 
missionaries battled the elements and the Indians to make a home on the new continent. 
As in his English histories, Costain tells his story through the brilliant personalities 
of the time- Richelieu, Louis XIV, Frontenac, Joliet and Marquette, LaSalle, the Jesuit 
martyrs, the coureurs de Bois, etc. etc. Perhaps the best commentary on this method 
is that, because of the scarcity of material on some of these individuals and the super- 
fluity on others, the most interesting parts are the glimpses he is able to give of life 
among the habitants and the towns of Quebec, Montreal, and Three Rivers, and among the 
indian tribes. Costain's insistence on judging each person on moral grounds is often 
irritating, and the character of his material makes much of the book seem repetititious. 
But it is still an important history for anyone interested in learning about French 
Canada and the opening of the North American continent. 
_ / Youssoupoff, Prince Felix vba Putnam 
t/ LOST SPLENDOR ~~!" $4..50 
The memoirs of a Russian nobleman cover his life up to his exile from his | 
homeland, constitute a memorial to an extravagant and luxurious background under the 
Czarist regime, and develop the motives for his murder of Rasputin. There is a sickly, 
indulged and prankish childhood with much traveling about the family estates and abroad; 
there are adventures into spiritualism and theosophy and his brother's death in a duel, 
the influence of the Grand Duchess Elisabeth and the gay and frivolous years in Oxford; 
' the difficulties of his engagement to Irina and their eventual marriage; the growing 
threat of Rasputin's influence and an equally growing determination to have him done away 
with- and the deed itself with its many, unexpected results. And with the revolution 
there is the ever-tragic story of the royal family, its captivity and assassination, and 
the author's own troublous times before exile was ordered. An absorbing blend of fabulous 
living, eccentric personalities, scandals and enchantments, this is personal history of a 
glamour-departed time for all followers of a monde no longer quite so haut. Illustrated. 
Translated by Ann Green and Nicholas Katkoff. (IC: 54-1050 
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Bakst, Aaron Van Nostrand / 
$3.75 | 


MATHEMATICAL PUZZLES AND PASTIMES 





For the Hogben fans and all those brainy people who love to get themselves 
extricably wound up in numbers, here are more mathematical mazes and amazes. There 
are some tricks with match sticks, how to win at billiards (by being "up" on your laws 
of incidence and reflection), odd facts about our versatile binary system, fancy and 
foreign counting systems, "goes into's" and the easy ways out of them, the mathematical 
or just plain "easy" way to do things. And while Dr. Bakst is witty about his ticklers, 
he is serious too and not the least of us will come out with a new and pleasant insight 


into the queen of science. 


Van Nostrand 


Saros, Theodore 
CHRISTMAS LIGHTING AND DECORATING $1.95 


.-efor the home, indoors and outdoors, this is a project guide which takes into 
account available materials and tools, design and composition, safety and ingenuity for 
the season of light and cheer. Color, wiring, basic plans, diagrams - all are angled 
toward the home decorator with really fidgetty digits and work up to community lighting 
contests, with photographs, gift wrapping and Christmas cards. All you need is TIME. 

A garden club and civic market here. 


September 27 


Faviell, Frances Norton 
THE DANCING BEAR $3.50 
A portrait of Berlin, De Profundis, in the years 1946-1949 after its devasta- 
tion by the Russians, is achieved through his personal memoir of the wife of a British @ 


officer stationed there and even more through her involvement with one family, the Alt- 
manns. And it is just such a story as this which gives meaning to the dualistic char- 
acter of the country, in which the spirit of Mein Kampf survives in both the Communist 
faction and in the Nazi revival- rather than any political argument. Frau Altmann, frail 
in strength but proud in spirit, reverences the Cross- not the Swastika- and belongs to 

a generation which no longer belongs. Herr Altmann dies, but she also grieves over her 
children; Kurt- who is lost in Russia; Fritz- with his blackmarketing activities who dis- 
appears into the Eastern sector; Lilli, a dancer, whose loveliness is prostituted- then 
lost when she dies of an abortion and tuberculosis; Ursula, whose fraternizing leads to 
marriage with Joe- a G.I.- rather than Max, whom she loves, for the security and salva- 
tion it offers. But it is Max who calls the tune to which the bear dances- "We Germans 
are not democrats... Just because we are defeated and occupied it does not mean that our 
whole natures can be changed to accept something wholly alien to us"... A tragic city by 
day, a whirl of revelry by night, cold, famine and sickness underline the destitution 
which is physical as well as spiritual, while the Altmanns, remembered with affection, 
lend a touch of tragedy to the documentary here. 


September 28 v/ 


Armour, Richard McGraw-Hill / 
LIGHT ARMOUR $2.75 JV 

A popular magazine versifier (S.£.P., Reader's Digest,ete.) pipes his plaints 
and paeans in easy to handle rhymes. A thoroughly domesticated son, husband and father, 
he contemplates the daily round of ladies' aids, meals, parties and weekends, doctors, 
patients and nurses; he scores off news items from the papers and housekeeps around the 
plumbing, sleeping, wallpaper, bathtubs, etc.; and in his "Guided Miscellany" rounds up 
assorted topics. Affable and frisky these will have 75 illustrations by Harry Hershfield 
to add to their good humor. A nice bread and butter and/or hostess present. (Ie: 54-9705) 
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September 28 ¥ 


Lowie, Robert McGraw-Hill , 
INDIANS OF THE PLAINS $4.75 Vv 


An unfortunately dry book is nevertheless an authoritative, orderly composite 
of information about the Plains Indians and their cultures. Professor of Anthropology 
at the University of California, Lowie has also been curator of the American Museum of 
Natural History, with a life of absorbed study of his subject in all aspects and from 
the time of first contacts with white men. Defining the rather wide limits of plains 
culture- statistically, linguistically, geographically- he proceeds then to talk of 
their material culture (hunting, fishing, agriculture), social organization (marriage, 
kinship, warfare) games, religion and the supernatural, and pre-historical existence. 
Within each section there are allusions to the different tribes and their variations, 
with helpful examples of typical instances of their practices. But in sum, the inner 
life, the emotional and cultural character of the Indians does not come through, and 
Lowie, at work here in a referential capacity, makes none of the vivid communication 
of Benedict or Mead. (LC: 54-8815) 


Announcing for September 29 


Pollack, Philip Dutton 
CAREERS AND OPPORTUNITIES IN SCIENCE $3.75 


A revised edition of Careers in Science, the opportunities here ramify into 
newer, greener fields- among them electronics, atomic energy, etc.,etc. and extend 
the value of this staple handbook to a more modern audience, Illustrated. 


September 29 // 


Chamberlain, John | MACARTHUR: 1941 - 1951 ul 


One of the biggest "do's" on MacArthur since the end of his career as a 
soldier who is- as he predicted- "fading away", this is being primed for wide publicity 
and an approving audience. Willoughby, a close friend, and MacArthur's Chief of Intel- 
ligence during the war and Chamberlain, an established magazine writer, pay him tribute 
in an account that is extensively documented and detailed, but it is exhibitive of a 
one-sided and romanticized expression that should put even the already convinced on 
guard. For it is MacArthur all the way, and though the chain of events from Bataan and 
Corregidor to the Korean recall is clearly forged, it has been done with a hero worship 
often accorded a man grown to legend in our time. Throughout, MacArthur always did the 
right things the right way. He fought a splendid delaying action in the Philippines 
without which the Japanese would have gotten south disastrously sooner. In New Guinea 
his quick strikes were masterpieces of evasion. During the occupation of Japan his 
aloofness was excellent psychology for a god-minded people, and in Korea his first 
winning streak an unrecognized victory that should itself have led to political settle- 
ment and instead turned into a stalemate botched by mismanagament from Washington, 
etc,etc. Even granted these are true, they are related in a political and military va- 
cuum that,in its failure to discuss all sides of the question, is its own kind of dis- 
credit. A disappointment. 


Willoughby, Maj. Gen. Charles A. & McGraw-Hill — 
<00 
Si IZ 


A 


Houts, Marshall, as told to oo Morrow _ 
FROM GUN TO GAVEL $4.00 “ 


The courtroom recollections of James Mathers of Oklahoma are almost too good 
to be true, meaning no offense, from the standpoint of the drama of violence and law 
in Indian Territory. James Mathers first came to Oklahoma Territory as a young lawyer; 
as the first county attorney of Carter County he inherited numerous federal murder 
charges, and embarked on a practice that included astounding people and doings. 
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He gulped down a strychnine brandy for a client's defense; was forced to kill in self- 
defense; encountered the Code of the West in a feud between two friends whom he had 

facts to reconcile...His faith in the jury system as a warm hand on the cold shoulder 
of the law; his attitudes toward the rights of the defendant come out. There is vivid 
story tellin, here of a warmhearted and astute lawyer working his way through fascin- 
ating cases, from the heartbreak of trying to save a convicted client to the humor 
of winning the day for a man of high morals who had his own views on taxation. Absorb- 


ing reading. (LC: 54-10301) 
September 30 


Mackersey, Ian Norton 
; RESCUE BELOW ZERO $3.50 


The story of heroic rescue on the Greenland icecap of a dozen downed airmen 
gives a distinct feeling of dramatis personae and monstrous cold. Mike Clancy piloted 
the supply plane for the British North Greenland Expedition which had to be outfitted 
for a winter of research - when he "whited out".His crew, miraculously alive, found 
themselves inhabiting their plane for nine days without adequate clothing to fight 
the terrible temperature. The take-off problem of the rescue plane, which stuck to 
the ice in a few moments, indicated the nature of the enemy. Reached by U.S. air- 
craft from Thule, the R.A.F. men left Commander Simpson and his winter crew with re- 
lief. An interesting picture of Greenland, the start of a research project, the men 


who make it possible. 


Van Nostrand 


Wyman, Donald 
THE ARNOLD ARBORETUM GARDEN BOOK $5.95 
A collection of articles from the Arnoldia is preceded by an introduction 
which traces the history of the Arnold Arboretum, its directors and its contributions 
to horticulture. There are sections on seeds, breeding, vines, ground covers, azalea, 
rhododrendron and other shrubs, dwarfing shrubs and collections, nut growing trees, 
building a bird population through food plants, woody plants and their barks, pruning, 
mulches and labels. Horticulturists other than Wyman develop their specialties and 
the book should constitute a historical reference on this famous arboretum. Black 


and white photographs and 4 color plates. 


September Ww 2% 
Farrar, Straus & Young 


Bolton, Whitney 
| THE SILVER SPADE $3.75 
A biography of Conrad Hilton, and his fabulous hotel empire, has as its sym- 
bol of success the silver spade used to break ground for each new site. Now the owner 
of the largest international chain of hotels in the world, which includes the Waldorf 
and the Plaza, Hilton looks ahead to more in Pakistan, Manila and Cuba. A devout Cath- 
olic, who makes practical use of his belief in the efficacy of prayer, Hilton roused 
his staff at 6:15 to pray for the purchase of the Waldorf, concluded the transaction 
with another round of prayer. And at 65, he still dreams hotels with the same ardor 


of his youth when he suggested that his family take in drummers to repair the family 
finances back in 1907. He is also the father of three sons, one of whom will follow 
him into the business, he golfs and prays with the President, and the press made more 
of the Zsa Zsa Gabor affair than warranted.... For men, possibly, but like Hilton's- 


at best a transient traffic. (LC: 54-9988) 
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Webb, Cecil S. Longmans, Green 
THE ODYSSEY-OF AN ANIMAL HUNTER $6.50 


A collector and also officer of the Zoological Society of London, the Whip- 
snade and the Regents Park Zoo, at present Superintendent of the Gardens of Dublin Zoo, 
reviews his many years of wild life hunting, to bring them back, not only alive, but 
in perfect condition. From farming to bird trapping, his fame grew as the rarities he 
delivered attracted avicultural notice; orders increased and included many other spe- 
cimens so that soon he was traveling with whole menageries. Throughout there was the 
nuisance of official red tape, the stumbling blocks of local superstitions, and the 
headaches of transportation; there was patience, the need for improvising individual 
methods of capture, for acclimatizing his charges to artificial surroundings and sub- 
situte diets and for helping them adjust to captivity. His trained eyes miss no 
detail of the remarkable creatures he encountered from Africa to South America, from 
mountains to jungles, while his report of his work and anxiety, of his luck - good and 
bad - is rich in incident, a personal excitement, and the unique character of each 
large or small captive. Engagingly matter of fact, this is a pleasant arrival in its 
field. Over 40 half tones and drawings, (IC: 54-114420 


Waksman, Selman A. al Simon & Schuster 
MY LIFE WITH THE MICROBES % |2°? $6.00 


For the more serious scientist, this autobiography of the Nobel-winning 
microbiologist records a lifework of dedication and discovery- particularly in the 
field of antibiotics- the term he coined. From a poor, but happy, farm family, Waksman 
became a teacher at an early age, and in New Brunswick he started his studies in soi! 
microbiology at the Agricultural Station and worked at Rutgers where Dr. Fleming and 
his associates isolated penicillin. Waksman's particular field was streptomycin and 
its use in the treatment of tuberculosis and to "fill in" when penicillin and sulfa 
failed. After a brief industrial job in California, he returned to Rutgers and tutor- 
ed in bacteriology and biochemistry, did further research on the toxicological nature 
of salvarsan, the first synthetic compound introduced to counteract syphilis but later 
replaced by other drugs. To date 105 antiobiotics have been isolated, but many have 
been dropped, and this man's work has been vastly instrumental in their discovery and 
application..... A book for doctors, research workers, scientists- for libraries, 
particularly in medical schools, rather than a general market. (LC: 54-8648) 

Van de Water, Frederic F. Se-~PTEnUOy bs Ives Washburn 

THE CAPTAIN CALLED IT MUTINY $3.50 


This account of disaffection which occurred aboard the Somers, a brig-of- 
war in the Caribbean in 1842, is an entriguing incident, as the only mutiny recorded 
in the U.S.Navy since the Constitution was ratified, in the furor it created which 
eventually led to the establishment of Annapolis, and particularly in the conduct- and 


misconduct- of its principals. For Philip Spencer, the 18 year old Acting Midshipman 
who was the center of dissension aboard the Somers was also the son of the Secretary 
of War, and a sulky, surly incorrigible. While Mackenzie, his captain, was a vain, 
arbitrary authoritarian whose "ambitions outran his abilities"- and he flailed and 
flogged his juvenile crew (only six were more than 19 years old) unmercifully. Equally 
unmerciful was his treatment of Spencer, and two others, whom he arrested- although 
no mutinous word was spoken or act attempted- tried, judged, and condemned- to hang. 
With Mackenzie's return to the untempered approval and admiration of the press, the 
wind veered- and a public uproar followed- as did a court martial which, in spite of 
the influence of Spencer's father, failed to convict him but his last years were 
dogged by the unhappy repercussions of his brutal judgment.... Based on old records, 
including those of a great-uncle aboard the Somers, Van de Water's narrative shows 


spirit- and is attractively styled. 
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A FEW RELIGIOUS TITLES 


Abingdon Press 


Braden, Charles S. 
THE WORLD'S RELIGIONS $3.00 
Originally published in 1939, this simple and concise description of the great 
religions of the world has now been revised and brought up to date by the author, a well- 
known authority on comparative religion. In this book Professor Braden is not attempting 
to compare the religions so as to make propaganda for his own Christian faith. Rather he 
gives a short and objective account of the origin, development, distinctive beliefs, and 
sacred scriptures of Hinduism,Buddhism, Confucianism, Shintoism, Judaism, Islam and 
Christianity as well as some of the older religions of Greece, Rome, Europe and the Ameri- 


cas. A most valuable reference book for the average reader. (Publ. LC: 54-5510) 


Abingdon Press 


Neider, Charles- fd. 
MEN OF THE HIGH CALLING $3.50 
In this collection of great stories about clergymen, represented are such well 
known writers as Stephen Vincent Benet, H. ©. Bunner, G. K. Chesterton, Lloyd C. Douglas, 
Leo Tolstoy, Nathaniel Hawthorne, Ivan Maclaren, Franz Werfel, and J. M. Barrie. They 
have given us delightful pen sketches of clergymen as real human beings, with foibles 
and weaknesses intermingled, with unusual insight into human nature and a real dedication 
to their high calling. A reading of this book would surely dispel any impression that 


clergymen as a whole are "stuffed shirts" propped up in some ivory tower. Pleasant read- 
ing for those interested in "profiles" from the ministerial profession. (9/7. LC: 54-8241) 


Abingdon Press 


Wesley, John 
CHRISTIAN'S PATTERN $1.50 
D.R. One of the earliest of John Wesley's writings is reprinted in this volume. It 
consists of a translation and abridgement of the famous The Imitation of Christ by 

Thomas a Kempis. This provides very conveniently arranged devotional reading and one is 
interested in the way in which Wesley was able to preserve the flavor of this great clas- 
sic and yet bring its phraseology more nearly in line with the usage of today. Recom- 
mended most highly for devotional use. (Publ.) 


Dutton 


Daniel-Rops 

JESUS AND HIS TIMES $5.00 
While this is primarily a book for Catholic readers in view of the standing 

of the author as an eminent French Catholic theologian, the English and the American 

publishers have combined in a decision to substitute the King James text, where the 

Douay translation is used in the original. Further than that it would be difficult to 

draw the line between Catholic and Protestant market for this reverent treatment of 

the life and times of Jesus. The Biblical account as interpreted in the traditional 

and orthodox Christian faith is followed. Difficulties and discrepancies in the Gospel 

accounts are explained but always on the supposition that "Jesus is a mystery, the 

mystery of God incarnate. Jesus is God made flesh; if this is accepted, everything else 

is clear". (Which goes beyond the acceptance of some of the denominations.)The author 

makes his greatestcontribution through his interpretation of the events and teachings 








| So 
rs 
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revealed in the Gospels in terms of contemporary history and customs, for he shows 
himself to be a close student of the historical, religious and cultural background of 
the New Testament. He follows the Johannine chronology in general but goes further 
than any other New Testament scholar in giving specific dates for outstanding events. 
Thus the feeding of the 5000 is dated April 29, 26 AD; the Transfiguration, August 9, 
28 AD. In these and many other points many will feel the author has clarified the 
"mystery" of Jesus' life all too easily. (Translated from the French by Rudy Millar.) 


(9/20). 


Bennett, John C.; Bowen, Howard R.; Harper 
Brown, William Adams, Jr.; Oxam, G. Bromley $3.50 


CHRISTIAN VALUES IN ECONOMIC LIFE 


This book is one of a series on Ethics and Economic Life produced by a 
study committee of the Federal Council of Churches (now the National Council of Churches) 
under the chairmanship of Charles P. Taft. This is in effect the final summarizing 
volume of the series. Of the four authors, two (Bowen and Brown) are Christian econo- 
mists, and two are churchmen, one a theological professor specializing in Christian 
ethics (Bennett); the other, Oxnam, a Bishop of the Methodist Church well known for 
his zeal in applying Christian principles to the problems of every day life. Bishop 
Oxnam's contribution is to give to the study a sense of the Christian moral imperative 
to economic life as he reviews the world scene of the present and immediate past and 
the position taken by the Protestant Churches in relation to economic problems. Pro- 
fessor Bowen reviews the findings of the other volumes. Brown is interested in point- 
ing out the international implications of our economic problems. Both in his preface 
and in the concluding chapter Bennett endeavors to point the way toward Christian 
economic ethics. A very important volume of special interest to economists and 


Christian businessmen. (7/28. LC: 54-6443) 


Freer, Harold W. & Hall, Francis B. Harper 
TWO OR THREE TOGETHER $2.50 


One of the more significant movements in the Protestant Churches of America 
has been the development of prayer groups. This has taken many forms but the purpose 
is the same in all, namely to develop in small and intimate groups a sense of the 
presence of God through prayer and meditation. The influence of the Quakers has been 
potent in this direction. One of the authors of this book, Francis B. Hall, represents 
this stream of influence as it is expressed in the Kingswood Community at Frenchtown, 
New Jersey. Glenn Clark and his “Camps Farthest Out", the Kirkridge "ellowship at 
Bangor, Pa., (an off-shoot of the Iona Fellowship of Scotland); the "Disciplined Order 
of Christ" initiated by Albert E. Day of the Mt. Vernon Place Methodist Church, 
Baltimore; the Laymen's Movement for a Christian World, the work of Sam Shoemaker and 
Irving Harris at Calvary House, New York, are examples of this emphasis. This book 
gives guidance as to the techniques of organizing and conducting a prayer group and, 
more important, contains definite outlines for a 30 week period of prayer and meditation. 
A very helpful book for Protestants seeking to deepen their spiritual life. (Publ.) 


(LC: 54-5849) 














-478- Religious Books July 15, 1954 


Harper 


Kirk, Jane 
GROUP ACTIVITIES FOR CHURCH WOMEN $3.00 

Protestant Church women who find their ideas for their society's program running 
out, or who would profit by the practical experience of others will find fruitful sugges- 
tions in this book. How to organize a sewing committee, a junior choir, an adult hobby 
program; how to get good publicity for the church; how to put on a home talent show; a 
quilt show, a hymn sing, a church picnic; how to organize special occasions with services 
or pageantry;suggestions for a church garden and for floral decorations for a wedding; 
cratt projects such as making choir robes and altar cloths, utilizing old greeting cards - 
these are some of the program items spelled out from A. to Z. To many church women these 
suggestions will be as superfluous as advice on buying a new hat - but for many program 
chairmen this book will be a godsend. (8/25. LC: 54-8961) 


World Council of Churches Harper 
THE CHRISTIAN HOPE AND THE TASK OF THE CHURCH: $5 .00 


Six Ecumenical Surveys and the Report to the Assembly 
of the World Council of Churches 


The second Assembly of the World Council of Churches to be held at Evanston, 
Illinois, in August will no doubt be the most important ecclesiastical gathering to be 
held in this country in many a year. There will be 600 delegates to Evanston, represent- 
ing 161 communions and 48 countries. The secular and religious press will no doubt see 
to it that the sessions are well publicized. This volume is an evidence of the extensive 
and thorough preparation made for the meeting. Over thirty leading churchmen have had a 
hand in making available this source book of information on the topics to be discussed; 
namely, "Faith and Order" (Church Union); "Evangelism"; "Social Questions"; "International 
Affairs"; “Intergroup Relations"; "The Laity"; and "Christ, the Hope of the World" which 
is the main theme of the Assembly. This is no world-shaking document and if nothing more 
significant comes out of Evanston one will wonder if it will be worth all of the prodigious 
preparation that has gone into it. But church people and others who want to have a back- 
ground of understanding of what will take place will need this book. (Publ. LC: 54-9005) 


Prentice-Hall 
HOW TO LIVE FOREVER $2.95 


We have heard much of the power of mind over matter, but here is a book that 
makes mind omnipotent. For all the troubles to which human life is prey a solution is 
offered. Why worry about death, you can live forever if you but form new and higher forms 
of habit in thinking, feeling, speaking and action, as here are set forth in the “Golden 
Rules for Eternal Youth". With the "Golden Rules for Health and Healing" disease is for- 
ever banished. You can enjoy your health, too, by following more golden rules for suc- 
cess and prosperity, for cultivating faith, for creative concentration, for habit forma- 
tion, for constructive imagination, for perfect memory and recollection, for mind and 
destiny. All of these rules are buttressed by proof-texts from Scripture. As there are a 
lot of people who are intrigued by this sortof pseudo-philosophy there will be no doubt 
a considerable demand for it. The tile is certainly alluring. (7/19. LC: 54-8477) 


Gaze, Harry 


PLEASE NOTE THESE CHANGES IN DATE 


Page 
285 Mockridge & Prall- THE BIG FIX- postponed indefinitely (Henry Holt) 
381 (J) Sawyer, R.- A COTTAGE FOR BETSY- definite date 9/22 (Harper) 














